
The size of your planter will determine how many
plants you will need. 
Also, think about if your planter be top-heavy when
fully developed. If so, you will need to add weight,
such as rocks or gravel, on the bottom of your
container.

Using garden soil is NOT recommended, as this will tend to bake
inside your pots and will harden up. It will also hamper root growth
(and without a good base your plants will not survive). Also, you
could run the risk of drowning your plants, as garden soil tends to
have poor drainage. 
DO choose potting soil which consists of a mixture of peat,
vermiculite, and perlite. Some potting soils may include moisture
crystals and/or fertilizer. 
Prepare your soil by mixing in some water. You can also add
moisture crystals, which can help between watering.

If you are using a very large pot, you can place plastic bottles
or packing peanuts on the bottom to reduce the amount of
potting mix needed (also, so that it’s not quite as heavy). 
Fill your pot with your potting mix, making sure you are
packing it down a little as you go. You want to pack it slightly
because once it settles, your soil level will drop. 
You want your potting mix to about 1” below the top of the
container. This is very important because too little soil and
your plants will take too long to spill out of the container,   
 and too much soil means your water will spill out without
giving your plants an adequate drink.

1. Choose your container

3. Now it's time to fill your container

7 steps to creating a
beautifully designed planter

2. Use a good quality growing medium (potting mix)



How much sun exposure is your planter going to get? 
Read your tags as this will tell you your plants
requirements. If your planter is on the south side and in
sun all day, you do not want to plant a variety that
requires shade (a shade plant will not survive and will burn
itself out).

Water requirements. 
Are the plants drought tolerant or will they need a lot of
water? (Helpful side-tip: if possible, it is best to water with
rainwater, done by collecting rain in barrels).

Choose your color pallet. 
Carrying a color theme throughout all your containers will
tie everything together, while still allowing each planter to
stand by themselves. For example, using one main color in
all of your planters will sync your whole scheme while
allowing for individual uniqueness. Groupings of
containers that have a similar color scheme, but different
plantings will create more of a visual impact.

Space. 
A large 14” pot will require more plants than let’s say        
 a 6” pot.

Thriller
This is the main focal point of your container. It may be a tall
growing plant that creates a vertical visual element, or it may be
the brightest color, or maybe an interesting eye catching or
textured plant. All your other plants should compliment it.

Filler
Just like the word implies, these plants fill out the container.
These are usually plants with color and/or textures that
compliment your thriller. 

Spiller
This will be any plant that spills out of your container. Either a
trailing plant or a bushy plant that spills over the edge of your
pot.

BONUS: Accents
This is beyond the thriller, filler, and spiller elements. Accents can
be added to your container for visual effect. This can include a
statue, twigs, wind chime or a nice piece of garden art.

When constructing your planter, remember the three elements of a
successful container: Thriller, Filler, Spiller.

4. Before choosing your plants, 
take into consideration...

5. Now the fun part! Selecting your plants



There are 2 types of fertilizer, water soluble and slow release. 
With the water soluble type, to apply simply mix the
appropriate amount according to package directions with
water, and water your plants.
The slow release type is granular. For this one, you add it to
your planter according to package directions either before
you plant it or after (by mixing into the top inch or so of the
soil). It will slowly release fertilizer whenever you water.

The 3 numbers you see on fertilizer packages represents N-P-K
ratio.

The N stands for nitrogen, the P for phosphorous, and the K
for potassium. 
The numbers represent the percent by weight of these
macro-nutrients as they are found in that package. 

For example, a bag of fertilizer with numbers 10-5-10
holds 10% N, 5% P, and 10% K while the remaining weight
is the carrier product.

Now what do each of these three macro-nutrients do and why
they are important?

Nitrogen (N) is largely responsible for the growth of leaves on
the plant.
Phosphorous (P) is responsible for the root growth as well as
flower and fruit development.
Potassium (K) helps the overall function of the plant perform.

You have gone through all this work, so do not forget to feed them,
especially if you want them to continue blooming throughout the
summer. Just like us humans, plants love (and need) food!

Once the blooms have expired it is a good idea to trim or break
the bloom head off. This will tell the plant that it needs to make
more blooms to survive (produce seeds). Taking off the finished
blooms ensures the plant will focus its energy on re-blooming
instead of seed production.

6. Fertilizing your pots

7. Dead-heading your plants
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